Barrio Latino & Yaiva highlight entertainers at May 21 SpringFest event
Memory Park is the site for the second annual SpringFest, Chino Valley’s community festival to celebrate, socialize and have fun. 

Popular features such as the Almost Anything Goes Parade and Unofficial Spam Carving Contest return along with Heritage Middle School and Chino Valley High School Jazz Bands and local teen rock and roll bands Scribbled, Just Add Water, and Galvan.

Hip-hop group “3 Way” from Phoenix and Native American recording artist Yaiva are new this year. Phoenix latin and rock band Barrio Latino finishes the evening with a three-hour dance under the stars. 

New fun activities include a Napoleon Dynamite dance contest, horseshoes and bocce ball tournaments.

The Chino Valley Lions Club Annual Barbecue also moves to SpringFest for the first time.

Local businesses and non-profits are hosting booths with family activities or give-a-ways, all at no cost to visitors. Other free activities include a waterslide, jumping castle, Roc-Em Soc-Em, and a bungee run. 

Spokesman John Coomer said booths are still available are free for non-profit organizations, and only $50 for businesses. 

Kelly McCready, owner of Valley Learning Center said she is returning this year.  

“SpringFest is an incredibly brilliant opportunity for families to get together,” she said. “And get to know some of the business owners and non-profit groups in the area while having a great time.”

Event chair Shelley Peck said the new entertainment is a great boon to the event.

“It’s exciting to build upon last year’s great entertainment,” she said. “In addition to the outdoor performances, we are adding musicians inside the Senior Center for people attending the art show.”

Peck also said the number of returning and new sponsors allowed the town to keep all activities free to the public.

Among returning sponsors are Yavapai Gaming, APS, Yavapai Broadcasting, Prescott Newspapers, KNOT, Chino Rentals, Budweiser, and Sigma Web Studios. New sponsors include the Yavapai-Prescott Indian Tribe, Yavapai College and York RV. 

Coomer said the media is returning for live remotes from KQST, KZGL, KNOT & KVRD.

Barrio Latino or “Latin Neighborhood” has been a guiding force for traditional and contemporary Latin-crossover music in the Southwest. The band creates pandemonium with audiences wherever they take their high-powered show with musical styles that include everything from rock, salsa, pop, ranchero, cha cha, cumbia, romantic, merengue, jazz, blues, R&B, “old school,” and funk. They have performed on the same stages with Selena, Los Lobos, Little Joe y La Familia, Poncho Sanchez, Gato Barbieri, Tito Puente Jr., and War.

Yaiva previously opened for artists such as Frost, N2Deep, Gemini, Jana, Casper, Tribal Live, Redbone and performed at more than 100 shows this year throughout the US and Canada. Performances include the Gathering of Nations of 2004 and the Stars in the Desert in Tuba City and at the MM Fashion show. Yaiva was also asked to accompany multi-platinum Sony recording artist Redbone of the “Come and Get Your Love” fame in making a hip-hop version of the old school classic.

While admission and all activities are free, food, artwork, a beer garden, and silent auction to raise money for the Community Center Park renovation project and for Mingus Springs Charter School are among the paid activities. Mingus Springs Charter School is this year’s community beneficiary of the SpringFest. The public charter school is raising money for a variety of projects in 2005-2006. 

Sponsorship and general information, along with booth applications and regular updates are available online at www.cvspringfest.com or by calling Chino Valley Parks & Recreation at 636-9780.










